


What is Water Propagation? 

Water propagation is using water as a 
medium to root succulent plant 
cuttings. Water propagation may go 
against conventional thinking about 
succulents. When we think of 
succulent plants, we think of dry desert 
plants. The common knowledge about 
succulent plants is they do not like to 
sit in water because promotes it root 
rot. 

So water propagation might contradict 
what we have come to believe about 
caring for and propagating succulents. 
And yet, water propagation for 
succulents continue to rise in 
popularity and has become the 
preferred route of many. Some people 
find water propagation easier than the 
more ‘conventional’ methods of rooting 
succulent cuttings on soil or dry 
medium. 

In fact, some people only propagate 
succulent cuttings by the water method 
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Here’s a Step-by-Step Guide on 
How to Propagate in Water: 

Step 1 Obtain either a stem 
cutting or a leaf cutting from a 
succulent plant. You can do this 
by snipping a stem cutting from a 
succulent plant or pulling the 
leaves gently from the plant. It is 
best to use cuttings from a healthy 
plant that is not dehydrated, 
shriveled, or misshapen to ensure 
success. Look for full and plump 
leaves, not dehydrated and flat 
leaves. 

Plants that have become leggy 
can be a great source of stem 
cuttings. Leave about two inches 
or more of bare stem. 

If using leaf cuttings, make sure 
the entire leaf comes off. Using 
your fingers, gently twist off the 
leaves from the stem with your 
thumb and forefinger. Some 
leaves come off easily, some are 
firmly attached to the stem. Gently 
wiggle the leaf back and forth until 
the whole leaf comes off. You 
want the whole leaf including the 
base that attaches to the stem.
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Timeline:2 weeks later
Leaf Cuttings
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2 weeks later 
(Cuttings stayed the same in week 
one) 

Roots have started to form from 
Senecio Rowleyanus ‘String of 
Pearls Plant’ stems.  I circled 
them in red to help with visibility.

Sedum Rubrotinctum ‘Jelly Bean 
Plant’ leaves

Graptopelalum ‘Copper Rose’ 
leaves 

No roots growing from these 
Graptosedum ‘Francesco Baldi’ 
leaves yet.
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Timeline:8 weeks later
Leaf Cuttings
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8 weeks later 

Graptosedum ‘Francesco Baldi’ 
leaves have roots and baby 
leaves.
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